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Urban Density



Urban Form and Infrastructure



Hong Kong



Caracas



Tales from four cities

Birmingham, Reading, Manchester and London  







Highbury Initiative

Things were bad and getting worse

Vision, direction and leadership

£300m of EU money





New Street



Victoria Square



International Convention Centre (ICC)
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The Water’s Edge



Main Square



Oozell’s Square







Manchester IRA Bomb



Exchange Square



Piccadilly Gardens



Piccadilly Partnership Area





Thames Valley Park



Oracle Shopping Centre



Forbury Square 



King’s Cross Aerial









• A robust urban framework

• A lasting new place

• Promote accessibility

• A vibrant mix of uses

• Harness the value of heritage

• Work for King’s Cross, work for London

• Commit to long-term success

• Engage and inspire

• Secure delivery

• Communicate clearly and openly



• Land ownership and physical boundaries 

• The Channel Tunnel Rail Link

• Planning policy expectations 

• High density, mixed use development 

• Strategic views and tall buildings 

• Building and integrating neighbourhoods 

• Integrating communities

• Listed building and heritage resources

• Environmental parameters and designations

• Other transport infrastructure 

• Site infrastructure, services and utilities 

• Adjacent development projects 

• Viability 



Consultation









London Density, Mixed Use



Mix of uses/ themes

• Offices c50%

• Homes, Education, Retail, other c50%

A new piece of City Centre 





Timeline 

























Granary Square, KX



Pancras Square, KX



Cubit Park, KX 



Gas Holders







£50m
18 (30) years 

easier 
or 
?





Themes

• Children

• Elderly 

• Physical Health

• Mental Health

• Social Connections

• Green/Environment

• Enterprise

• Education

• Culture

• Support

• Romance

Mix of uses 
workspace c35%
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Place Making 
vs 

Place Evolution
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The Printworks



Tower Bridge



Southwark Park 



Greenland Dock
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Russia DockWoods



The Printworks 
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Context for Development 



Listen
and 

Learn 

97



98



2015/2016 2017
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